
Welcome! The webinar will begin shortly.
Technical Assistance FAQs
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To hear audio, use your phone to call (toll-free): 1-855-749-4750

Enter Access code: 667 349 078

Enter Unique Attendee ID#: This can be found under the Event Info tab above
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Download this presentation from: http://soarworks.prainc.com/topics/webinars

Or, at top left of this screen, click File: Save: Document

3. Will this webinar be recorded?
Yes, this webinar is being recorded and will be available for viewing within 1 week of this presentation. 

4. Who can I call for technical assistance?
Contact Lisa Guerin at lguerin@prainc.comor 518-439-7415 x5242 if you experience technical difficulties.
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Webinar Instructions
ÁMuting

ÁRecording availability

ÁDownloading documents

ÁEvaluation

Áhttp://soarworks.prainc.com/topics/webinars

http://soarworks.prainc.com/topics/webinars


Agenda
Welcome

ÁKristin Lupfer, Project Director, SAMHSA SOAR TA Center

Overview of SOAR TA Center Issue Brief: Housing Access and Stability with SOAR

ÁAbigail Lemon, Project Associate, SAMHSA SOAR TA Center

Denver, Colorado- Helping Those in Need Through SOAR

ÁPeter Pike, Executive Director, Colorado Disability Benefits Support Program, Denver, 
Colorado

Baltimore, Maryland- SOAR and Housing First

ÁBilqis Rock, SOAR Coordinator, Health Care for the Homeless, Baltimore, Maryland 

Nashville, Tennessee- The Role of SOAR Within a Housing Crisis Resolution System

ÁWill Connelly, Director, Metropolitan Homelessness Commission, Nashville, Tennessee

Questions & Answers



Learning Objectives
ÁUnderstand how SOAR leads to housing access and 
stability for people experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness

ÁLearn how 3 communities have made a difference in 
the lives of people experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness by using the SOAR model to gain 
access to permanent housing



KRISTIN LUPFER, MSW

PROJECT DIRECTOR,

SAMHSA SOAR TA CENTER

POLICY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC.

Welcome



Poll Question #1
ÁWe know that having an income makes it easier to secure 
housing, and the income a SOAR applicant receives from 
SSI/SSDI helps to achieve this goal. Have you seen SOAR 
work like this in your community?

üYes 

üNo

üUnsure



ABIGAIL LEMON, M.A.

SAMHSA SOAR TA CENTER

POLICY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES, INC.

DELMAR, NEW YORK

Issue Brief: Housing Access and 
Stability with SOAR



Issue Brief: Housing Access and Stability with SOAR



Contact Information
Abigail Lemon

Project Associate

SAMHSA SOAR Technical Assistance Center

Phone: (518) 439 ς7415, EXT: 5226

Email: alemon@prainc.com

mailto:alemon@prainc.com


PETER PIKE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

COLORADO DISABILITY BENEFITS SUPPORT PROGRAM 

DENVER,  COLORADO

Colorado: Helping Those in Need 
Through SOAR



Colorado Disability Benefits Support Program 
(Colorado DBS)

Non-profit Agency: Colorado DBS assists individuals who may or may not self-
identify as having a disability, including those with chronic conditions/illnesses, 
to solve the benefits puzzle, by acquiring income, health insurance and access to 
other basic needs to stabilize their lives, health and living situations. 

-Provide SSI/SSDI application assistance on Initial and New applications 
for SSA disability benefits.

Peter J. Pike, Executive Director
3532 Franklin Street, Suite S

Denver, CO 80205
888.396.9838



Funding

»Cooperative Agreement to Benefit Homeless Individuals (CABHI)

»Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

»Coalition of Partners Spring 2013

»Federal Award to Colorado Office of Behavioral Health Summer 2013
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Partnerships

»Colorado Department of Human Services, Office of Behavioral Health

»Colorado Coalition for the Homeless (Denver Metro)

»Colorado DBS
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Roles

»Office of Behavioral Health

üContracts

»Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

üHousing First

üVISPDAT

»Colorado DBS SOAR Practitioner

üSOAR
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Funding

VISPDAT

CoordinationSOAR

Housing 
First



Paradigm

ÁHousing First

ÁVISPDAT

ÁSOAR

ÁEmployment
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